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Process Paper 

 

In the process of brainstorming, I asked my Uncle Bobby, who is an archeologist, 

what he thought. As it turns out, my Aunt Liz works for the NAGPRA organization here in 

Utah! The next time she came over, she told me all about Kennewick Man and NAGPRA. 

When I started researching it, I found more evidence that it was the perfect fit for the theme 

and would be fun to study!  

NAGPRA relates to the theme because before it came along, Natives had absolutely 

no right to claim their dead or their artifacts. Archeologists could send the remains to various 

museums and labs. NAGPRA single-handedly gave Natives grave rights, while giving 

museum workers the responsibility to inventory remains and accept claims made under 

NAGPRA.  

We researched by scouring online libraries and databases such as Utah Online 

Library, Gale Online Library, and the University of Utah Online Library. In addition, the 

NAGPRA website itself gave some helpful information. I interviewed my previously 

mentioned Aunt Liz, who gave me more insight into the story of Kennewick Man. 

However, I could not record it; we could only use it as a starting base to conduct our 

research. 

As soon as we started creating our website, we noticed the website builder was 

incredibly hard to use. The spacing of columns never aligned perfectly, and even though we 



read the website builder guide multiple times, it never clicked until I found the easy layout 

flexbox. That saved our project, as the buttons never lined up, and we could only put things 

across from each other horizontally. Colton did most of the formatting and added 

information and images to the site, and Maddox did most of the website design. After 

regionals, Maddox went on a vacation and worked on it while waiting for his layover, while 

Colton worked on it on the car ride to southern Utah. 

After the regional competition, our judges gave us feedback, telling us we had many 

grammatical errors and needed to incorporate multiple perspectives more. After spending a 

night or two, we fixed our grammar mistakes and added multiple perspectives throughout 

the website. 

Also, Colton created a custom ChatGPT bot to interview us as if real interviewers 

were interviewing us. The bot then gave us a verdict based on it and our project, helping us 

prepare for the NHD interview. 

Researching NAGPRA, it has become clear that self-interests have become 

significantly inflated. The way archeologists viewed the act was that they thought giving 

back the remains would stand in the way of scientific discovery. They were so engaged in 

their interests of discovery that they did not give back remains that rightfully were supposed 

to be in the Native Americans’ hands. 

NAGPRA matters in history because it is the first federal government document 

from the United States of America explicitly letting Native tribes have control over the 



remains of their ancestors and requesting their return from museums to the tribes, where 

they belong. 


